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ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATCTRAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Datcd 3-1-93 

This book contains the Oil Conservation Division Rules and Regulations of satmule * application 
as adopted by the Oil Conservation Commission effective March 1,1993. These rules are being 
published in loose-leaf format to be used in a one-inch, or larger, View Binder Notebook, and 
replacement pages incorporating new or revised rules will be issued periodically. The tables of 
rules showing the effective date and R-order enacting the rule will be updated with replacement 
pag= 

This Rulebook also contains Pamphlet 111 and supplement from the New Mexiw Statutes 
containing laws related to oil and gas. Select sections from other applicable Statutes are 
included as well. 

Division Rules are also filed, individually, with the Stale Records Center, 404 Montezuma, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501, and wpies thereof may be obtained therefrom. 

Special rules governing individual oil and gas pools are not included in this publication but 
should be consulted where applicable. Order No. R-8170, as amended, should be consulted for 
general and special rules governing prorated gas pools in Southeast and Northwest New Mexico. 
Order No. R-1 1 I-P, as amended, should be consulted for special rules governing the Oil-Potash 
Area of Southeast New Mexico. Order No. R-3221, as amended, and Order No. R-7940, as 
amended, should be consulted for special rules governing produced water disposal. Order No. 

h 

R-5353, as amended, should be consulted for special rules governing associated pools. 

WILLIAMJ.L$MA Y, Director 
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. .  - m m i .  - u m s r n ~ ~ n w m ~ ~  (as of 3-1-91) 

B .  Tbe -tor of any well drilled for oil, gas or injeaiEm; for -c, core or other 
exploration, or for a sarvice well, lmethar creed or uncnmd, sbdu be mspccmU . e for the pluggbg thareof. 

B. aveUubeei tberpmper iypivgpedandabandcmedor teqporanl  . y atadwed in accordance 
with these rules within nicety (W) days after: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

A sixty (60) day perid foil- swpsion of &il l ing operatioms, or 

A detexmination that a uell is m longer llahle for beceficialprpss, or 

a p e r i d  of OW (I) year in a r b  a d  has been y inactive. 

RULE Mz. - Pux;GslIG 11w PEBLURiT (as of 3-1-91) 

A. m a  OF PUlGGrn 

(1) yotice of intentioo t o  plug mst be filed uitb the Divis ion an fonn C-103. Sundry 

p v i d e  all of the *-ti011 mapired by Rule 1103 including -tor and uell identification ami pmposed 
pmemW for p l w i n g  said uell, a& in aadition the aperator shall pmvise a well-bore diagran sboujng the 
pxopsed plwgiq Fzodure. mmty€ouI burs notie skiube pirrnprior to C x a w l c b I g  ally plugging operafims. 
In the cam of a newly drilled dry hole, tk operater may obtain vutwrl appraral fm the appmpriate M e t  
supe* or his repreoentative of the .ethod of plugpiop ad tirp opemtmm . are to begin. Written mtice in 
~ W i t h t h k  rule sbllbefilea nth tbEDivisioD tan (100) days sttar rmBverbal app+wal h r s h  given. 

lbtiCeS and b?P?tS OD-, by the- K k t O t h e  --t of fiw m t . i O U S s ,  UbiehMtiCe 

1 

8. PLDGOFG 

(1) Before any veil is abaruhd, it shall be plnggdin a - which uillpemanently 
d i n e  all oil, gas ad water in the separate stratain which they are originally fd. misay be accclplished 
by rising rrmd-laden fluid, cement and plugs or in cahinatian as appmved by the Division 011 the notice of 
intention t o  plug. 

(2) lb -tor s b d l d  the exact loatioD of pl- and abandoDedvallf uitb a 
steel m r k  mt less than four inches (4") in dizmter set in and exteding a least f a u  feet (4') abxe 
pan Iparad level. The operator oa, lease nam and well n a b r  and locaticm, inclding unit letter, section, 
tamship and range, rbsll be uclded, stamp3 or othernse . ~ t l Y a D g r a v e d i n t o t b e . s t a l o f t h e . a r k e r .  

(3) As sam as prectiel but DO latar than one year aftar tbe mrpletim of plugging 
OperatieQs, tbe operatcrr awl: 

(a) f i l l  all pi-; 

(b) level tk locaticm; 

(c) m e  ds&m ad all other junk; and 

(a) w such other - as ~~oesoaep or by the n i v m  to 
restore the lccatim to a safe a& clean andition. 
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(4) opoo @tion of plussisr and clean up restoration operations as requid, the 
.- operator sball mmtact tbe appropriate dis t r ic t  office to arrdrge for an inrpectim of tbe uell and -tion. 

C. Repoas 

(1) Ihe operator shall fi le Form C-105, yell Gnpletim or Reampletion Repart am3 Lcq 
as provided &i Rule 1105. 

(2) u i t h b  t h i r t y  (30) days after C q J l e t i I q  all mpired restoration wrk, the operator 
shall file w i t h  the Division, in TBIPLZCATE, a zecofd of the bra& b e  m Form C-103 as provide3 in Rule 1103. 

(3) Ihe Divisioa shall mt appmve the remrd of plugging or releass any bands u n t i l  all 
m?cessq reports have been file and the location has been iDspeaea and appcoved by tbe Division. 

ROLE M3. - m € # . U Y  ABLmmkm (as of 3-1-91) 

A. UaLS Wai H&Y BE ?EmmRxLY t%Bumm 

(1) Ihe Division may any wel l  which is requ id  t o  be proprly abandcoed under 
h e  rules but which has potential for future beneficial we for enbaaced recovery or injection, and any other 
uell for vhi& an operator reqnsts temponry -t, to  be temporarily abaDdoDed for a period of up to  five 
( 5 )  years. Prior t o  the expiration of any approved t w  atarhm& the operator shall return tte uell t o  
beoeficial use under a plan appmvedby the Division, p e w w n t l y  plug acd abandon said uell or apply for a ney 
~ t o ~ i l ~ * t b U e l l .  

B. B E p I l F s T F o R A P P R O V A L A U D P ~  

c 
(1) b y  operator seeking appmval for t m  ahankrrrpnt Jball mhrit m F o ~  C-103, 

Surdq )lotices and R e p a t s  onyells, a notice of intent to  tcllponrilp abarrdcD tbe well describing theprqosed 
t-mry ahardnrrPnt pmcedw tobe used. 210 wrk Shall be caumncd m a  approved by tbe Mvisicm a d  the 
opersror shall give 24 hours notice to  the apprqxiate Dktrict office of the Division before uark actually hegies. 

Ilo tempxq abadaxmt sball be appmved unless evidence is fitrnisbed to ShDV tbat (2) 
tbe Bsins of such wll is mechauicallg sound and in such mndition as to prevent: 

(a) -m*wcd=iw-; 

(b) migration of hydma&uns or uater; 

( C )  the CDn-tiDn O f  frsrh later 02' Dthar M t d  -eeS; and 

(a) 

If the wll fails the mechauical integrity test r e q u i d  herein, the vell sball be 

the 1- of any substaoce at the -see. 

(3) 
p l s e a a n d  abandoned io acmrdaDce with these rules or the CaSiEg pmblem Immxted and the casing retested 
uithin n b t y  (W) days. 

(4) sncceufvl -letion of the wark on the tPnporarily aban&c& well, the operator 
vill dait a request for Taporar~ -t t o  the appmpiate district office m form C-103 t o g e h  with such 
o h  i n f o w t i a  as is m q l i d  !Jy Fall3 1103 E. (1). 

(5 )  Tbe Division may require tbe operator to  post v i tb  tbe Divium a elell plwiw 
bond for tbe d l  in an mt to be datemind bp tbe Division to be satiafacKuy to me4 the p a r c i a  - ~ t s o f t b e u n l l .  
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- (6) The Division shall specify tbe expbtmn date of the perpit, which shall be not mre 
tban five (5) years fruo tbe date of approvill. 

c. TESTS REwraED 

(1) The follouicg netbodr of casicg i n m t y  may be approved for t e q x m r i l y  

A cast iron bridge plug vill beset u i t b  mehnrdmd (100) feet of vppernnrt 
perforatims or productioncasing rboe andthe casing loadedmth ioert f lu id  
and prerinve tested to Mo pccmbpe~square iocb w i t h  a p r s m r e  drop of mt 
mre than 101 for thirty (30) minutes ;or 

A retrievable bridge plug or packer w i l l  be w to within one hurdred (1W) 

to 500 pnmds per square inch for thirty miriots with a presrure d m p  of not 
feat of lrpwwsL PerfcuatiDm or pldwtim casizg SbDe and the uell tested 

gre2,ter tmIl(Ft for t h i r t y  (30) nbat.es; or 

For a gas well  in Ueu W m  ccnpleted atme the San A&es 
fornation, if the operator c d ~  bmstmte that tbe fluid level is belcv the 
baseof the salt ~KI tbat aBra&rb& test shous 110 casjng leaks, the Divisim 
my exempt the uell  fw the -t for a bridge plug or packer; or 

a casing inspectim log amf iming  the .8cbaoical i n t e g r i t y  of the pnductioo 
Casing may be snhitted. 

(2) Any & test uhid is .%&&ittea urt have been aducted within the previous twelve 
(12) mrltbs. - 

(3) Tne Divvisim sq a)lpmve other Bsins tests shmitted on fmn C-103 OD an indivibd 
basis. 

RuLE204. -yfwsmBEosEDmFRrmMm (as of 3-1-91) 

h a uell  to be plugged may safely be used as a fresh later uell and tbe laDdamer agrees 
to take over said uell f o r d  pltrpose, the well neednot be plug# above tbes6aliog plug set balou the fresh 
later fornation. 

A. 

8. The operator nmst CrmalY Vith all other -ts emtained in Bule 202 regardiDg pl-, 
induajng d a c e  rsmmtkm . andlqmtilqrequirepnts. 

Opon W e t i m  of flIWi!N operations, the operator mst f i l e  with the D i v i s i o n  a uritten 
-t signed by the laDdrrmer rheRby the landamer agrees t o  - respnubrk . . . t y  for such d. L@ca tbe 
filingof this zqreemmt a& amrcrdbp the D i W  of uell -t -tias, the oprator sball no hqer  
be PeJpmriMe for d udl, and any bards therem maybe relead. 

C. 




